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Health economist and sociologist, Professor of health communication and economics at 
University of Lugano and Visiting Professor of health economics at University of Lausanne. 
He was for 37 years Director of the Cantonal Health Office (Sezione Sanitaria) of the 
Canton of Ticino (Switzerland) and  member of various task-forces, commissions and 
scientific committees at cantonal, national and international levels, consultant of WHO 
Regional Office for Europe and of Council of Europe. He was also Director from 1992 to 
2007 of the Summer School in Health Administration and Management co-sponsored by 
the University of Montréal. 
 
 
 
Education 
 
• 1966  University of Fribourg, B.A. in Economics 
• 1993  University of Lausanne, Ph.D. in Sociology 
 
 
Current and previous positions 
 
• from april 1969 to 2007 (january) Director of Cantonal Health Office of Canton Ticino 

(designed in 1990 as WHO Collaborating Centre for Health Policy and Planning) 
• from 1997 Visiting Professor of Health Economics and Policy, Department of 

Economics (Institute of Health Economics and Management) University of Lausanne 
• from 2000 Professor of Health Communication and Health Economics, Faculty of 

Communication Sciences, University of Southern Switzerland (Università della 
Svizzera Italiana), Lugano 

• from 1992 to 2007 Director (with Charles Tilquin, Montréal) of Summer School in 
Health Admnistration and Management (Ascona, Switzerland) 



• from 1993 to 1998, Senior lecturer (Chargé de cours) of Health Policy, Department of 
Political Sciences, University of Geneva 

 
Some other significant appointments 
 
• Visiting professor University of Valencia, Spain 1990-92; Istituto Superiore di Sanità, 

Roma 1996; University of Florence 2000-2002; Carol Davila University, Bucarest 2001; 
University of Neuchâtel from 2004; University of Pisa, Italy from 2004; University of 
Insubria, Italy, from 2004; University of Modena, Italy, from 2008; 

• Seminars and conferences in various universities (Bern, Zurich, Montréal, Rennes, 
Louvain, Lyon, Bruxelles, Bocconi Milano, Florence, Fribourg, Padova, Modena, Siena, 
St. Anna Pisa, Pavia, Bologna, Torino, IDHEAP Lausanne, Inst. Un. Kurt Bosh Sion, 
Udine, Bucarest, Brescia, etc.); 

• Vice-President of the “Association Latine pour l’Analyse des Systèmes de Santé”, 
Barcelona (from 1989 to 2007) and Honorary President (from 2003) 

• Vice-President of the Swiss Public Health Society (1995-1996) and member of the 
steering Committee (1990-1997); 

• Member of the scientific committee of the journals “Santé et Systémique”, Paris; WHO 
“Leading Edge”, Copenhagen; Janus (medical ethics), Roma; Journal d’Economie 
Médicale, Paris; Revue Sante’ Decision Management, Paris and reviewer for various 
journals and institutions (Swiss National Research Fonds, European Journal of 
Cardiology, Annals of Oncology, Swiss Medical Weekly, European Journal of Cancer; 
Epidemiologia e Prevenzione, etc.) 

• Member of the scientific committee of the “Institut Universitaire Romand de Santé au 
Travail” (2003-2007), of the “Institut de Droit de la Santé” University of Neuchâtel (from 
2003) and of the “Maison des Sciences de l’Homme” of the University of Bourgogne 
(Dijon) from 2006; 

• Member of the Swiss delegation at the European Conferences of Ministry of Health in 
Warsaw (1996) and Oslo (2003); 

• Honorary member of the Rumanian Academy of Medical Sciences (2001); 
• Direction of 14 cooperation projects mandated by the Swiss Development and 

Cooperation Agency and the Swiss Federal Office of Statistics in Albania, Rumania , 
Bulgaria and Moldova ( training courses in health service economics and management 
/ public health, statistics and health policy expertise ) 

• Awards: Swiss Cardiology Foundation Prize for the evaluation of the cantonal primary 
prevention programme on cardiovascular diseases1992; WHO, 1992 (first prize for the 
best primary prevention programme of the year); “Corriere del Ticino” first prize for a 
research on HIV and AIDS related topics (1993); International Society of Technology 
Assessment in Health Care, 1994 (first prize for the best research of the year); City of 
Bolsena, Italy 2003 (award to the carreer in public health). 
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